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5th April, 2021

To-
The Director of Fisheries,

Government of West Bengal.

3l-GN Block, Sector-V, Salt Lake, Kolkata,
West Bengal 700091

Sub: Marine Fishing Ban Period 2021

Madam,

Greetings from Dakshinbanga Matsyajibi Forum (DMF).

The Department of Fisheries in the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying of the

Government of India has, under their G.O. No.30035/15197-Fy (T-l) Vol.V dt. 30.03.2021 (copy

enclosed) has imposed uniform ban on fishing by all fishing vessels in the Indian EEZbeyond territorial
waters for 61 days on both the East and west coasts as in the following -

East Coast: 15th April to l4th JuneZ02l;

West Coast: I't June to 3 I't July 2021 .

The traditional non-motorised boats are exempted from the ban beyond territorial waters.

We are given to understand from past practice that the Department of Fisheries of the Government

of West Bengal will be issuing a matching fishing ban order in the territorial waters of West Bengal.

DMF is putting up the following demands regarding the fishing ban for your immediate consideration -
l. It is of utmost regret that the Government of West Bengal in the Department of Fisheries is not

implementing the 'savings-cum-Relief Scheme' since 2015. The scheme was specifically meant

for providing livelihood support to fish workers affected by the fishing ban. The 'savings-cum-

Relief Scheme' should be restarted forthwith.

2. Each and every fish worker affected by the fishing ban should be provided with a livelihood

support of Rs. 5,000/- per month during the fishing ban period.
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DAKSHINBANGA AAAT5YAJIBI FORUA,I (DA,1F)
Trade Union Regn. No.20474192. Affiliated to National Fishworkers' Forum (NFF)

Head office: 20/4, Sil Lane. Kolkata - 700015. Phone & FAX: 033-23283989 e-mail: dmtwestbengal@pmail.com

DMF maintains that 6l days'ban is not enough for regeneration of natural fish stock. The ban

period should be increased to at least 90 days.

Since the mechanized fishing boats are much more damaging to the,ecosystem than the small

scale fishing boats and since they take more than 80% of the catch and are primarily responsible

for overfishing in near shore areas, the fishing ban should be imposed applying the principle of
scale subsidiarity as in the following -

i. 90 days ban on fishing for all motorized boats with livelihood compensation/support for

affected fish workers.

ii. 120 days ban for all mechanized fishing boats.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

f"4d@*
Pradip Chatterjee,

President,

Dakshinbanga Matsyaj ibi Forum (DMF)
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Covenrmenl of lndia

Ministr-v of f:isheries, Animal l.lusbandry and Dair,ving
Depanment of Fisherics

Krishi Bharvan. New Delhi

ottl)f,t 
Dated the Jo'h iVlarch' ?o? I

The President of lniJia is plcased to impost a unilirnr ban on iishing by all tishing vessels in the
hdian llxclusive liconomic zonc {$EZ) beyord tsrritorial r"atcrs on rhe Easr coasr Iincluding west
Bengal' odisha' Anclhra Pradesh. Pu<Jucherry, 'l'anril NarJu. Andanmn" & Nicobar Istrandsl and wesr
coast [including cujarat, I)arnarr & Diu, Karnataka. coa, Maharashtra. Kcrala. Tanril Nadu and
l"'akshadweep lsland'sl as per peritxl ntentionerJ below for conservarion ancl etfective management ol.
fishery resources ancl also lbr sea safety reasons:

rast coast-from r5'h Aprir to l{'h.Iune 202r (both da-vs incrusivr} (61 rrays)
w*est Coast'from l" Junr lo Jr " Jury ?02r (borh days inclusive) (6r rlays)
'l-he traditional rron-tnot0rize,J unitsshall be exernpred tronr ttris uniform tishing ban inrposcd in

thc lntiian IIEZ beytxd territorial ryarcrs.

This issues with the approval of the Compelcnt Authoriry

Depulv Secrerary 1rr the Soyernment ollndiaiwr fu,.;. 
=S$ffi_
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3' Directorate (ieneral of shipping gn F'loor Beta lJuilding, i-Think'l'echno carnpus, Ka'jurmarg

{East), Mumbai 
199 

0a3 *ittr a request ro nori,;* ,rr r[ir,."., of trshing yessels in rhe Eas{ &west Coasts, A&N lslands, Puducheny & l.akshadrv"*pl..tunas and Daman & Diu.
4' Director (operations), coast cuard l"leadquarters, National statjiunr complex, New Delhi.
5. Director ceneral, FSr, Mumbai/Director NIrpFIATllclFNE.r, Kcxhi.
6. Direcror. cMFRI, post r3ox No. r603, [makururn Nonh po, Kochi-6g2 0rg.
7. otlicer-ln-charge, NIC. Dor. MFAH&e Krishi Bhavan, New Derhi.
B' Clrairperson, National rishworkers Forum (NI,l,). The SFSS Soc. Ltd, Sarpati posr'ral. palghar

District Maharashrra - 401405. Email: nrii@rfrinaluoig,--rpatilnarendraf&gmailiorn. phonc :02525224142 
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(Dibakar Misilra)l
Depury Secretary tr: thfufunrr of lndia
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