
DAKSHINBANGA AAATSYAJIBI FORUA,I (D[,lF} I
Trade Union Regn. No.20474192.

Affiliated to National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW)

Memo No- DMF/p resident-l 9 /23

To
The Member Secretary
WBSCZMA,DD-24,
Sector I, Salt Lake,
Kolkata 700064

Date- 16 . O 1. Zo z-3

Sub: Inclusion of fish randing centres inthe czMp mapping process.

Ref, Letter from the PMMF to the Dept of Environment, wB dated 26/og/2a22on the subjectmatter of "Public Hearing regarding diaft coastal zoneManage-"nt plan 21lg,,and alliedmatters

Dear Madam,

The undersigned is a registered trade union whose members belong to traditional small-scalefishing communities in'west Bengal and therefore is an irpon*, primary stakeholder in anypolicy decision involving adminiJration and/or gou"-un." of coastal areas, where hundreds

;ilf':fii:,',ff:ffiiil::'o other traditio''"i;";;;; ."L.,,,,,es have been riving and

This letter is in furtherance to the letter of an affiliated trade union of ours, namely the purbaMedinipur Matsvajibi Forum (PMMF), vide Memo *;: ilffi;ffiiij,rr, dated26/09/2022' as mentioned above. In the said letter PMMF had pointed out the concerns of thecoastal fisherfolk and emphasised on the identification of their activity-zones in the coastalareas for indication of the same in the coastal zone Manag.."n, Map and plans as per law(particularly pata 4 r/w para5(iii) of Annexure IV of the cnz Regut ation,201g). The pMMF

m:ff"Hf:,flU:ffiT: ;;#.rt 
in the said retter and during the ersrwh,. p,Cri. hearing

However' the PMMF has neither received any response to its letter nor has the pMMF seenany initiative relevant to the above con-celns taken by the authorities, especially the LandRecords department of the District coilector, ,r,." o.p*ment of Fisheries, and therepresentatives orrESWM-the asencv tasked witn nnatisiniil;;i6. ,;;;i, awaitingthe fulfilment of promises made-to u, ar.irg the said p;fi; hearing meeting, wherein theMember Secretary of the west Bengal coast-al z,on iurugment Authority (,BSCZMA)specifically directed the aforementioned authorities to incrude the fish landing centres andfisherfolk activity zones in the cadastral maps of the coastar Zone Management pran. In thisregard it is further submitted that during the pubric h.".,rg ;;;he 6th of Septemb er,2022, thePMMF had submitted our earlier comirunications to ttr."wgsczkla particurarry our letter,vide memo no' DMF/vPiEM/10/21, ait"a zztoz/2L2r,*rr...in we have provided a deta,ed
liii,ilii'.",1;J::"?1fi,iff 

records,'oi,r'" areas wherein 44 nsh randing..,t,", una nshing
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It is further humbly pointed out that we are yct to receive a copy of the minutes of the
meeting of the public hearing hetd on 6th of Septenber,2022.

Furthermore, as far as we know, no other public hearings are scheduled or have taken place
for the other two coastal districts of West Bengal, namely, the North and South 24 Parganas.
In this regard, we will be highly obliged, if you could kindly share the dates of the said public
hearing meetings for North and South 24 Parganas districts.

We humbly request your necessary action on this issue before the map is finalised in its
current form. otherwise it will have rendered the public hearing redundant.

Thanking you-

"AP"(Debaiis Shyamal)

Mob-9933602808
' *eddail

oddffimtihnsrnPifcm
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lo
The Sistriet Magistrate and Co,llector,
Furba Med ir*ipur District,
Ganapatinagar, Uttar Sanamui.
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$ubjecl Fublic Meeting on CZMP 201S held

Dear Madaml$ir,

Greetings from Pr.rrba Medinipur Matsyajibi Fq:rurn
(branch of Dal<shinbanga Matsyajibi Forum)

The contents of tl'ris letter relate to the meeting ,.*at was held on the 6th of $eptemher, 20?2 on
the subjec,t of Public Hearing far the finalieation a'{ lhe *sastal Zone Management Plan {CZMP)
under the CRZ, 201S procegs fcr Purba Medinipur distriet. This meeting wa$ attended by the
representatives cf the following; Purba W*di*ipur Dintrict Planning Officer. lnstitute of
Environmental $tudies and Wetland Managem*nt {|E$WM), West Bengal Environmental
Oepartment, Assistant Director of Fisherics, Marine and Assistant Director of Fisheries,
Brackish, Department of Fisheries {Furba M*dinipur Oirtrict). other governmpnt officers and
representatives of the Purba Medinipur Matsyajibi Fnrunr {FMMF)"

Duiing the meetlng, certain resolutions had becn made in order to strengthen the process of the
finalizing the CZMP through the. inclusion of fisher repnesentation and fi*hing livelihoois.
However, as on the dale af sLtbnnisslcn uf this letler, n* such follow up aeti*n has been initiated
by the relevant department. ln view thereof and a( lhe need of the hour, we submit to you the
following requests:

A" Iulapping of fi.rhing-related activities in the QZf.f,V,lS1$:

During the afarementioned meeting, the PMMF had brougnt to the notice of the officisls present
that fishing related activities, infrastructure, bau*ing ara$*, and other relevant aspects nf fisher
livelitt*ods are to be included in the CZMP ax p*{ Annexure*lV in the CRZ, 20ig notification.
The*e w*r* not included in tile draft CZMP whi*l: was *ploaded on the website of the ily6
!1t1i|o|rye1tal Departm*nt. Acknowledging ths alsx*rl;,r, the t-ancl Records department of tf.,*
District Collector, the Department of Fisheri*s and the representatives of IE$WM, the agency
tasked with finalizing the CZMP had been directed to hais* with rnembers of the PMMF to ma\i
these inclusions Howeyel thjs process has nor Lreen rnrtiateci Any CZMP that ii compreieJ
without th* inclusion 9! the fishing-related actrvrtres and livelihood spaces shall violate the
directions cf the CRZ, 2019. And as a result cf tlr* absense of this vital aspect of the CZMp. the
fishing commxnities face the threat of eviction fron *r.**tal areas.

W fffi'ryqi q"@rytljt{ql{tl



B. $ubmierion rnade by the Department of Fisherie*

ntlritg th*.meeting, it urss brought to the notice of the PMMF that the purba Medinipur offirc ofth* Department of Fisheries had submitted a fisheriee plan for the Uiitrict i; ii* **ppirg
a:qe.nYy. fioarev€r, this plan and its contents are urrknown io the flahers t1,**i*fu*u. lt would bevital tftat * ?npy of thir plan is made available to lhe fil;hing 

"o**unity, 
ioi checxing it;aqsYr$y and ensuring that the plan made by the Department oi Fisheries includes a6 aspects

relat'ed tr livelihood activities and habitalian f urth*rrr\*r*, in order ta aid the process of
fa.?ryq s* indicated in Point A ahove, we reqirest *,^, i copy, ot this pta; b; ;;; availabte toeMry.f in l*cal v€rnacular language. The avaitabitity af the'pan in';;;;;; oJlr,* ptrysicat
meetings to carry out the mapping shall streng th*n tka m*pping Bxercise.

C. llilinutes af the meeting

The rne*ting held on the 6th of septemb*r. v*022 wae an extensive on€. Many dep*firnentrepresentatives wers present and of$cers of the asency tasked witf-, nnitizing''CZfirlf ,nua*preseniaticns' Likewise, representatives er" ll1* ry&rutr" placed their csmmeits ouring therneeting' We would request you to kindly mak* available t* PMMF , 
"opy 

or i5e nrinutes of themeeting such that lrre can maintain a r**arrl ut rs.tsr *nrj rst *ll the *rfjd.i ;rA;; and topicsccrrered on the day.

ive urge ysu !o kindly expedite the process *f napping aneJ direet the relevant offices to initiatethe.prccess of engaging with the fishing **mmunitt**.itl* also reque*t you to make available tous the plan prepared by the Departrnett of richeri*s ana rne-Minoiu* oi1r* M#;; hetd on the6th of $eptember, 20r! in relation to the frnalixati*n ot th,* ei-Mp, zoi g as well as email us atrnryt?0t8,&tE$i{ft"i}ail,cqry *o$-J1 kindly no{ry u* in f;uther discussions and execution ofdecisions frorn s& $eptember , 2gzz meeting trr th* futur* 
B'*Ivr rs s' ru r;

Kind regardt,

{Debasis Shyamal}

Cspyto- t

u Prinripal s*cretary, Ministry of Envirsnm* nt, *sres|e& climate change, New Delhi- 1L00032, Member $ecretary, Nationar coastar Management Authority, office of the Ministry of[nvironment, Forests & Climate Change, New **lhi_l.10003
$f's*.rrtary Environment D€ptt" & Menrber s*rrerans,w$sczMA, Korkata.4) Assistant Director of Fisheries, Brackish, p*rh* M*dinipur.

5l Aslistant Director of Fisheries, ft4arine, ?urba f,tediniytur.

&.U*tlSqCI0rr+l' ..CrrJsq, 
"J 

'.t*1091ra5urrrrl*J1}r-.- -
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Memo No-DMF/VP IF]M / to / ir

ry
u,/Member Secretar5r,

West Bgngal State Coastal
Zone Management Authority,

_\ 5th Floor, Pranisampad Bhawan,
z Block LB-II, Salt Lake, Sector III,

Bidhannagar, Kolkata 70O 106

Dated: 22/02/2021

I RECEIVED
Tr

$Pzz rFs t.otl
li[nalur.a wiih Oab....^....,._.....,....

_ uq'ItryNt.notvedficd
u epatllicnt of Environnrcnt

,. .Srt otW"*Bingat.
t

Ref: Coastal Zane Management plan
Environment, Govt. of West Bengal, July

Sir,

of West Ben
201 8& CRZ Maps

This is in reference to the above plan a copy of which has been rcceived bythe undersigned from Department of Environment, Govt. of west Bengir
vide their Letter No. EN/ Ls62lRTrlls,/2a2a@opy attached).

The undersigned is a registered trade union whose mernbers berong totraditional smail fishing communities in west Bengal and therefore animportant primary stakeholcler in any policy decision i"r"i"irsadministration and/or governance of coastui ur..", "where 
lakhs 

"l n.rri.iand other traditional coastal communitics ha'u,e been living and pursrringlivelihood activities- The cRZ Notifications of 1991 ,2orr and 2019 exDressrvprovide for several provisions that direcr iclentiiicati"" 
";d ;;orr"*""i,ilhabitats and land use.s of fishing ancl traclitionalcoastal communities.

However, oncarefurscrutinyof the above referred pi"" ;;;i Maps, it becomcsevident that the directions hive not bccn compri.a 
",itrrl"'As per the cRZ Notification 2or1, the Ivranagement pl*n ought to haveprovided for detailed plans for rong term housing neeris of ".:;;;J#;;communities in view of exlransion ancr other ,rid", provisions of basicservices including sanifation, safety,:and clisas*, pr"piedness. There areno such pr:ovisions made in the plan-

Further, from the above referred cRZ mrips providecr to us, it is evident thatthe fishing villages, 
.commgn p.op.r,l.' or *r" ri"rr..r*rr'."**"",i"1,

fishing jetties, ice plants, fish- drying pratforms or areas infrastructurefacilities of fishing and locar corntunitics such 
^" Ji*p".,saries, roads,
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schools, q.od the like, which should have been indicated on the maps, have
not been done at all.

Not only this is in blear violation of the cRZ Notification, 2oLr, but it
amounts to gross violation of the Funclanrental Rights to Life and Livelihood
of the fishermen guaranteed by our constitution. without acknowledging
their existence, the infrasiructure reiatcd to their daily livelihood anJ
without making provision for their safety and liveliirood activities, the
Management Plan suffers from omission of substantial facts and represents
partial and/or wrong facts regardingpresent land use.

Even the frshing Zones in t}-e water hoclies and the hsh breeding areas have
not been marked, which poses serious risks to livelihood security ancl
biodiversity. The Plan is not only incomplete }ut incapable of any
meaningful use for planning future activities *.,a7or approving the same;

Further, invierv of the continuous encroachments and threats on the
habitats as well as livelihood activitiesof the coastal fisher people leading to
displacement of thousands, the incomplete/defective pi.. will be
instrumental to aggravate the situation.

It is further higilighted that features like cyclone shelters, rain shelters were
also supposed to have been indicated on .the cZM Maps for the purpose of
rescue and relief operations during cyclones, storms, tsunami and the like.
That nothing of this sort has been clone is evidence of complete non_
application of mind and shows extreme negligence in view ofrecurrent
disasters like Suirer Cyclone Anrphan.

However, fiom the minutes of the 40th rneeting of the National Coastal Zone
Management Authority held on 2gth August, 2o2a at New Delhi, *e rrur"
learnt that the CRZ Notification 2019 prescribes for updation ot'cittti-,*Ay
"engagtng reputed. and experienced. siientifi.c institutiin(s); or tLe ";;;;;"including the Nationat centre for susta*tabre coastar Manage*""t t|"csiui,chennai, of Ministry of Enuironrnent, Forest and. crimatJ changl ana inmnsultation with the concemed. staikeholclers,,. The rneeti"*,-rii"*; ;;which clearly shows the attendance of sirri Ranjan Ray rr"# ,r."-sr.r" 

"iwest Bengal, decided that "NCZMA d.etiberated tie "t";"';;; il""i);"in"i
the coastal state Gouernment/ [Jnion rerritory administra6;"'";;i' ;;;;;the updatiorlreuision of czlW's and. srrtn si*trnit to tttis twi"irw' ir;;;;;approual." (copy attached).

we strongly hope that you would act urgently on this updation/revisionof
the coastal Zone Management pran of wrest 

"e."g"i 
ura wourd folrow the" :::d:lys fo r up_d ati oi of 

" 
o au t ut- ), n " * on o g 

" 
ri" il p t ;^" ; ;;;; ; ; 

" ;:;cRZ Notifrcation, 20rt to arignit utith'cRZ Nottfiationi, iots"l""py;il;.'di.
w: ,3k" this oppo-rtunity to mention trrar the above referred guiderinestipulates among other points:
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:

"b! Data to o-e provided by the States/UTs to the authorized agencles

iv) stakeholder data such as Municipai maps, Notilications for
legally designated urban areas etc., for new CRZ-II areas,

fishing Zones in the water bodies and fishing village boundaries,
breeding and Page 3 of 11 spawning grounds of fish and the
like, for updating the CZMP, as applicable.

v) Infrastructure facilities such as roads, jetty, port, fish landing

. centers, ete.

vi) Existing autfiorised. structurcs on the seaward. side and
features like cyclone shelters, rain shelters, helipads and other
infrastructure including road network for the pnrpose of rescue
and relief operations during cyclones, stol'rns, tsunami and the
like."

The guideline further provides for public consultation in the following
manner:

"g) Publie consultation of draft CZMP updated or revised. based on
CRZ Notificatiou, zOLg

(i) The draft CZMP so updatecl or revised shall be published in
the websites of the concerned CZMAs of the states/UTs and also
given wide publicity soliciting suggestions and objections.

(ii) The dra-ft CZMP shall be submitted by the State Government
or Union territoty to t"he concerned Coastal Zone Management
Authority for appraisal,, including appropriate consultations,
and recomrnendations thereof. Public hearing on the draft
cz'liP sha]l be held at district leve1 by the concerned cZMA, as
stipulated in para 6 (i) of Annsxtrre-lV of the CRZ Notifrcation,
2019.

(iii) Based on the suggestions and objections received, the draft
updated czMPs shall be finalised and submitted by the state
Governments/ur administrations for final approval of
MoEFCC,"

*:-:h".j"ty hope that omissions in the exisring approved czMp and Maps
of West Bengal as pointed out by Lrs are aclequately dealt with immediately
in relation to the rights of the frshing anc.l other coastal communities, rvhill
revising and updating the saicl Maps ancl plan.

we hope that wide, fair and proper public comments and consultations
would-be undertaken in order to compllte the task set unto yr" by;h;;R;
NotiJication 2019 as well as the decision taken by the trtationll c""*iJz"""
Management Authorit5r.
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,;
Wewishtoparticipateintheprocessandassistthestateagencylnour
humble capacity to-"r"rr" that rights of the fishing and other traditional

coastal communiti"--;; safeguarded. ancl their fundamental and statutory

rights and entitlem;;- *; iuly inclicat'edwith provisioning of appropriate

and adequate management'

Wefurtherwishtopointoutthatpendingthefinalizationofsucharevised
Map arrd Han, righlJ'oi n"rrirrg "rra 

other traditional coastal communities

shouidnotbeigrrored,overseenand/orviolate.dinthehastetopush
throqgh and/or glant approval to projects'It is a-lso pertinent to protect the

rights and entitlernents oi fi*ftirrg com"mr'rnities t'ill the revision / updation of

tto CnZ Management Plan'

Wetherefore,seekanurgentinterventiononyollrbehalftopassappropriate
interim order to a1i locJi authorities, including the district administrative

authorities,. authorities regulating fishing. activities' local 
fancfaVat.s'

Municipal Corporations, Hlusin-g al1jt rltlt: ctevlt-11ment departments

and/or Corporatio,,s und", the West Bengal Tor,vn and Country (Planning

and Developmentl l" {, tgzg speci$ing thelr role in safeguarding the rights

and entitlements of fisiring and other traclitional coastal communities'

Thanking You,

SincerelY,

Q"b^b'S'4fs(ol'
(Debasis ShYarhhl)

Wg&r"r'l' t&,lqf{,
Ilalsiinbang ;enydd FoM[ {$fF}

Memo No-'DMF/VP I EM I 10(3) /2 1

Copy to:

1) PrinciPal Secretary,
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,

Indira Paryavarar-r Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road,

New Delhi - 110003

2) Member Secretar5r,
National Coastal Zone Management Authority,
Office of the Ministry of Environment, Fore sts -
& Climate Change, Indira Paryavaran Bharval,

'Jorbagh Road, New Delhi - 110003
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