Yellavari Street, Alcot Gardens, Rajahmundry E-Mail: dtfwf.ap@gmail.com
Affiliated to National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW)
Website: www.smallscalefishworkers.org

February 20, 2024
PRESS STATEMENT

Heys sHO D s D BB S0 TS BE HDNS IS D
0 BNT*) 0.

500 3900 3¢S DA SPS DAS Boeren T°la - BF 32T 85% M H), DSE, -
BeDEeTENSHI0 BN ANBL0LT T J) K. @8%0 m HBAH TrEEaHor e
DS FITRE ST OIS0 D AR 0 @ IV THISELDD. K0 S9HS

TA0 T FA0T Toeren , &I Hoeren BI0S ©TE0 HTY oM SNWSO ™ ST° BY
X)), TR0 AT S80S (DBF S Deh)H5 SEET 2372 KEIAONOMT HOB), oNT° &
S80S 0D VIS 07383 TPONHION IY¥) DA BB DERTN). S G Sl

DB, DV ABrsE SP0 YT°)Q WONT® IR 8D $58° @DASTR FTodk
220 %) TH © FBE 3T 00 IS ABAS TOTHS 28K, HT 3D

(DNS 8T DRNBS TS0 R H0IB3DO BR, DORS Ire3d S0 oD (D
HBAO 8 AAE Joy K. ov8oHh S DB e, eFHen, (HB BN SIS0,

OB @ DO Tre) 857D, PO WTF0 B JO-NH DIE 0D
DB HoBHB0BR. 23N Hold 3D B TIS T5°5en T R0S D ©Ferd
0835 EHOD OIITS HBT B0 Hod. Yol IO BE S T°380, HOASM

0°2*$ 0% DN NBD) TrB80H (D858 ond T 23720 ¢ O AN 263 © el
SPA0NBE0  IFONDIE NOAN BSDIA. 3¢38 O AR «8HoHd

D350 BHIOI0O Fo® NBSS 23 Q HoSB0IB0 N8 ARSI 52X, DO
238 B0 N0V ARJNBE ™ I3 N50¢83 3588 @0amr8S - INEVAS ST°©

TONHOD B IO der@ oSBT, der DNB0N S BOOHE FNHB0
FRA0H0, 2B DE T°B8AH  DANBYS %0 HoldIDE BE  HoBDed
DIQT D DSBS, @I &ONS ™A (DSZ0eS) & S & T2 L) SN

JOTENTY B 0T A8 530 & E8S L DBEIHR0 T IO & B %)

President: D. Adinarayana (9849183425) Secretary: Ch. Srinivas (9989383778)
Vice President: V. Konda Babu (9493788327) Youth President: U. Gopi (6303411345)
General Secretary: D. Pal (8555809779)

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



(DTFWF)

Yellavari Street, Alcot Gardens, Rajahmundry E-Mail: dtfwf.ap@gmail.com
Affiliated to National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW)
Website: www.smallscalefishworkers.org

O I3 @DNYD, T8 V00 IT Y O NB5Z HDoBTNO. S ed

&I ) (DSHZST & 2B NS0T @O, O Jren @A SO Faddendd
DT e m@a’a@o&.

3 $EFS’ H50(3FDE B T8 DOSB0 FBAD K, KB0SET SaHS IS eD
S0° [0S 25 e ZNIED, 008D E0 TI® S8y IO D5 O HFFOD &
S S Jer ). B3SO Sr2f IR0 Bs Foderan B @0NS TAS FSsen B0

5865500 NETIB0 EX) @B @8 ArdIr05rorR8 JABIN0 @l e0NE ).

DN DB SNWOM S5 A DO T N0, ©DIYD, NB0H &) B DTS
OSSN M ERAE W FATID D) °0NZ0EN B0 30D DO DACHOS &
DIOOTB? S Fod NBE ITAE ToAS Ho(S 3D BR Q IJSNTRO°?
2e70eE3 DS TFSEEN DS T8 DESITE0 VoS 3O B AT 3L AW’
©OTE FQ IIrTI0 TIIO, H0S IO BE & S$Z0D SN0 TDYoTO.

¥er0d  SrETFOTE TPsS0HG ol 3DE BE & TSTDH AYES I8 &
e @) T°380H PN OINAT™ (DEE30D ¢3BE BIEFRR. B DB @)

ATWrsd TS Ol TFA0M DSTE 70 ©F 832 Hd) D)5 SR e(HE
RB85°E 5)80. 0655 5K T8 ($00 D ST @OOEY, AS) 1DEYD IV s

50 AN SB (0BT TSR DION0 (DBIB Foarsres 580, BIoS D)
38BN ADNX VJ50 Z0B) ANOB (De POITAE SNO0D HOTB DBE 2. DR

HEO 2 BT HSHOE, (2050 KD §H0 STren B HB)E SHO D AeT0es
TSN ) BoHto TR0, BAY Dosw S| X0 POBY S & Sye0 | T IO

B3P0& TDRT) 0.
HP

D. Pal,

General Secretary,

Democratic Traditional Fishers Workers Forum
DTFWF

Mobile: 8555809779.

President: D. Adinarayana (9849183425) Secretary: Ch. Srinivas (9989383778)
Vice President: V. Konda Babu (9493788327) Youth President: U. Gopi (6303411345)
General Secretary: D. Pal (8555809779)

(¥ Scanne

d with OKEN S

nnnnnn



5;.,'\]& SSSSSSSSS
£

",
e

&
o

(DTFWF)

Yellavari Street, Alcot Gardens, Rajahmundry E-Mail: dtfwf.ap@gmail.com
Affiliated to National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW)

Website: www.smallscalefishworkers.org

February 20, 2024
PRESS STATEMENT

We strongly condemn the inappropriate remarks made by Kakinada City MLA Chandra
Shekhar Reddy regarding the fishermen's caste/community.

Marginalised communities, which constitute more than 85% of the state and India's
total population, often face discrimination and physical-verbal abuse from dominant
castes. Socially and politically backward classes face discrimination and abuse, primarily
due to the dominance of economically, politically, and socially powerful groups. Among
marginalised communities, fishing is one of the most disadvantaged due to the stigma
and abuse perpetrated by dominant caste groups. Being a coastal state, Andhra Pradesh
has a significant population engaged in fishing, yet few political leaders hail from the
community. Vanamadi Venkateswaravalu, also popularly known as Konda Babu, a
former MLA and current constituency in-charge of Kakinada, is a rare leader who rose
from the most backward classes of the fishing community in Andhra Pradesh.

On the other hand, his opponent, the present Kakinada MLA Dwarampudi
Chandrasekhar Reddy, represents a strong social class, ignhoring political and
constitutional values. Days ago, Mr. Reddy made remarks on Ex-MLA. The remarks came
as a reply to Konda Babu's allegations that the current MLA misused TTD (Tirumala
Tirupathi Devasthanam Trust) funds, which were allocated for building a temple. In
response to these allegations, Mr. Reddy used 'lathi' in his comments, calling
Kondababu corrupt by referring to his caste and family. In the Indian social sense, 'Jathi’
is often used and resembles the meaning of caste, which is a traditional occupation. It is
disheartening that an MLA from a strong social class does not know how to address
leaders or people from downtrodden-backward communities while countering them.
Using caste/community in political criticism is evidence of Chandrasekhar Reddy's
narrow-mindedness. Today he should know from which city he is hailing, how he
procurred such huge Assets and become financially strong, it's only through the Port
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which got built up here ages ago due to this community's existence. If Due today
Kakinada is flourishing financially, economically and industrialised because it's having
Port. Today if you're criticizing the means it shows your Nocturnal unscrupulous
adamant behaviour. Which resembles the Telugu proverb " talli palu thagi rommula pai
gudde tatvam".

Chandrasekhar Reddy is not new to controversies; his followers have been in the news
for land encroachment in the coastal area and attacking women of the fisher community
at the Kumbhabhishekam fish market. His recent remarks on former MLA Konda Babu
may not be merely personal but indicative of his caste arrogance. We question how
YSRCP leaders and the Chief Minister will react to the welfare, development, and
advancement of BCs, especially fishermen. Will Chandra Shekhar Reddy, from his own
social group, be held accountable?

The ruling party should explain the consequences Chandra Shekhar Reddy will face for
making such inappropriate remarks. We demand an immediate unconditional apology.
Chandra Shekhar Reddy, emerging from the doors of arrogance, should not receive a
ticket from any political party, including YSRCP, in the upcoming elections. Failure to do
so may anger the approximately 70 lakh fishermen in all constituencies of the state.
Fishermen, a vulnerable social class, rely on hard work to survive against the waves and
calamities. They are self reliant but not an parasite like you. They are the only
caste/community in the country where selfless service and assistance precede during
natural calamities such as floods, even before NDRF or the army. Making statements
against fishermen who make a living on natural resources and hard work is atrocious,
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and we strongly condemn it
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